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was determined to try his strength. He advanced from
the pass of Fardapur in the direction of Burhanpur and
reached Hartala tank in the neighbourhood of the river
Puma. Nizamu'1-Mulk also marched from Burhanpur
towards Berar, in order to avoid the mire which would
have occasioned much delay. The river Purna which
flows some thirty-four miles south-west of Burhanpur was
in a swollen condition. As it was impossible to cross it
near Burhanpur, Nizamu'1-Mulk, in accordance with the
advice of 'Iwaz Khan, proceeded up the stream in the
direction of Malkapur in Berar. After about eight
marches 'Iwaz Khan obtained information from the land-
holders of that part of the country that there was a spot
where the river was easily fordable. Nizamu'1-Mulk cross-
ed the river at the village of Balapur on 2Oth July, 1720.
This was looked upon as favourable omen, because it was
not so easy to extricate the army from the mire and the
swollen river in the rainy season. The Turanl soldiery
and the other troops of Nizamu'1-Mulk were inspirited
and considered it all to be on account of the latter's spiri-
tual influence. Not a single life was lost, nor any property
destroyed in fording the river. Nizamu'1-Mulk, after
crossing the river, waited for one day in order to allow
the rear of his army, the artillery, and the baggage to
cross safely. Next day he ordered them to select a favour-
able position at Siugaon in the subah of Burhanpur.1

The Marathas of 'Alam 'All Khan were directed to
ravage the place where Nizamu'1-Mulk took up his posi-
tion. Their skirmishes, combined with incessant heavy
rains, caused great scarcity and discomfort to the latter's
army. If a camel or cow was sent out to graze, it never
returned. Prices rose so high in Nizamu'1-Mulk's camp
that his men and animals had to undergo great distress.
The roads had become muddy and sticky. It was hardly
possible to move about. Nizamu'1-Mulk was far too clever
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